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De Optimo Republicae Statu deque Nova Insula Utopia (On the Best State of a Republic on the New Island of Utopia) is a book by Thomas More depicting a
fictional society's religious, social &amp; political customs. The name is a pun derived from Î¿á½• u &amp; Ï„ÏŒÏ€Î¿Ï‚ tÃ³pos, with the topographical suffix-ÎµÎ¯Î±
eÃa, hence ÎŸá½•Ï„Î¿Ï€ÎµÎ¯Î± outopeÃa, â€œno-place land.â€• It's also a Latinization of Î•á½•Ï„Î¿Ï€ÎµÎ¯Î±, â€œgood-place land,â€• using the prefix ÎµÏ… eu,
â€œgood,â€• instead of Î¿á½•. This suggests that while Utopia might be some sort of perfected society, it's ultimately unreachable. Despite modern connotations of
the word, it's widely accepted that the society described wasn't More's own ideal. Rather he wished to use the contrast between the imaginary land's political ideas
&amp; the chaotic politics of his own day as a platform to discuss social issues.
Work with Erasmus may have suggested the idea for Utopia. They translated some of Lucian from Greek into Latin. One dialog told of Menippus, Greek playwright,
descending to the underworld &amp; describing it. Another influence was Plato's Republic, a far more politically motivated work about imaginary lands referred to in
Utopia.
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